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A eitizens’ organization providing an alternative voice. 


Blames W-H and Chamber 


Why 


World-Herald readers learned on 
December 22 of the decision of the 
National Farmers Union to change the 
location of their 1990 convention fro 
Qnaha to Oklahoma City, a decision made 
because of political positions taken by 
the Sreater Omaha Chamber of Coaserce, 
the World-Herald, some large Omaha 
based = banks and = agri-business 
interests. 


The move is expected to . 


the Farmers Union 
Convention Out of 


cost the city $650,000 in expenses for 
some 1,300 delegates, 

The paper’s article included a 
defense of W-H balance, and a claia of 
excellence in ag reporting, by Day 
Managing Editor Robert Pearman. 

No mention was sade ef the paper's 
lack of an ag editor, a position 
unfilled for over a year. 

The next day their lead editorial, 


“Tonger than 


Moved Their 


Omaha 


the original article, 
invited public contempt for the Farmers 
Union tactics, © 

The World-Herald has refused to 
print the Farmers Union's rebuttal. 
Whamo offers its readers the following 
comments from Faraers Union of Nebraska 


president Larry Hall, 


by Larry 4 Hall 
President, Farmers 
. Nebraska 
The idea of 


Union, 


“moving the 


convention out of | Omaha 
started last summer when I 
obtained a copy of a bro- 


is chure regarding agriculture 

the Greater 
: 1 of Commerce. 
Their position is. pro 1985 
farm bill and very anti 
supply management... 

I oo a copy .to” Cy 
Carpenter, president cof the 
Nationa! Farmers Union, and 
questioned whether we really 
wanted to held the National 
Farmers Union convention in 
a ocity that was working 
against the .nitional farm 
program we supported. 


has had with the Omaha 
Chamber of Commerce, the 
World-Herald, some large 
Omaha based banks .and agri- 
business over Initiative 


300. Cy has long been aware 


of the biases of the 
World-Herald, and I feel 


sure that. problems: “he ahd. - 


others have with -the paper 
had just as much 
their decision as 
factors. 


the other 


In the fall the National” 


Executive Committee voted to 
recommend to the full Board 
to pull out. In December 
when the board met in Denver 
this matter was discussed. 

and every other state 
Farmers Union president 
voted to pull out. 


Cy was appalled by the - were accused of trying 
brochure, and brought it to to intimidate, trying to 
the attention of the force them to change their 
Executive Comittee. He also editorial and reporting 
discussed. with them the policy. 

gkruggle the Farmers Union When I contacted 
From the Farmers' Union press} WHAMO 


ners is a fine 


cheer ceaa as 3 


reflection apon the mayor, the 
Council, the citizens of the ci 
convention 


] Omaha, or the hote? and 


decisihe 


Paeciea The 


negarive 


3 
city 
ty of 


‘about this is 


“impact on. 


Editorial Page Editor Frank 
Partsch, I was told the 
Farmers Union would not be 
given space to. respond to 
their editorial. "You have 
had your shot at us and we 
were just responding." 

The really ironic thing 
that the 
editorial said that the 
Farmers Union action 
deserved the contempt of all 
fair minded Nebraskans yet 
the editorial department was 
not fair minded enough give 
us our sSay.. 

If the Farmers Union had 
contacted the World-Herald 
and threatened to -move the 
convention unless they 
changed their editorial and 
reporting policy, we clearly 
would have been attempting 
to intimidate them. 
However, the only centact we 
had with the paper on this 


subject was. at our news 


cont'd p.6, col, J 


| tion that bewpe 


[Ke depend on member support. 


a ae 


— rie bicciaoemeenans 
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WAN is a citizens’. organiza- | 
om our favorite . 


local daily. We havi Been around. four | 


| years and have published a. pevaletter | 
‘facnthly for tvo years. 


‘Weaeo. is for everybady. AL! ef | 
us are ordinary citizens. Mest. are. 


[also neve qunkies, A fev are deerml- 4 


ists by profession. 


pOiage 
yn bh Chambuer 
Worlea -Her al: 


bh het 


ranmerce, the - Gmuha 
‘some large Omaha based banks 
“Paari-business interests. 


When Corporations Strong-Arm the States 


The author, a syndicated coluanist, But most states have approve, for large firms, a table in their state, to get 
is a pulse taker of change in how the learned to do better by package of sweeping lost: Smaller states in 
United States governs itself. He has thinking smaller. Their new investment and payroll tax sound economic health would 
been the national political editor of bag of tricks in the 80's credits--plus selective too. 
the Congressional Quarterly. has embraced trade local property and equipment But the Dakotas, Iowas 

The saterial below has not been ‘promotion, fostering new tax exemptions (including and other Plains states, 
printed in the World-Herald, technologies, readapting old all of ConAgra's computers thrown onto the ropes by the 
factories, nurturing small and jet airplaness). farm = depressiono and 
firmss, encouraging The business~minded factories moving offshore, 
by Neal Peirce venture-capital funds, ‘Omaha World-Herald took up find their resistance near 
reprinted by permission, upgrading education and the drumbeat For the tax zero. The immunity level is 
Washington Post -Writers' training. Creating, in | breaks--even though Nebraska also dangerously low in such 
Group. 7 short, the. conditions to ranks only 44th among the 50 mountain states as Montana 
stimulate long-term future states in corporate tax and Wyoming, or in 
The rabbit is dead in growth. burden, (36th in Mississippi or Alabama. 
New Stanton, Pa; Production But a lightly populated personal-income tax burden. Each time a state 
will halt and 2,500 jobs rural state can still fall Other firms joined Harper's succumbs . to. corporate 
will evaporate next summer Victim to corporate campaign. Hanging heaby in demands that deplete its 
as Volkswagen, thefirst Strong-arming. The — most memory was the departure to treasury, it's less prepared. 
foreign auto manufacturer to Poignant case of 1987 was Houston of ..InterNorth, a to make the investments in 
build cars in the United how Nebraska got taken to corporate mainstay whose education, research, 
States, becomes the first to the cleaners. _ loss cost Nebraska thousands training, . infrastructure, — 
leave. ConAgra, the Omaha- of jobs. _ social services, .. 
Left in the lurch are based food-processing Republican Gov. Kay Orr environmental protection ‘it 
Pennsylvania state and local Conglomerate, started blinked. Nebraska's needs to develop long term 
governments which a decade searching in and out of unicameral legislature economic competitiveness. 
ago anted up $88 million in state for a site for a new blinked. Harper and . Right now Nebraska ts. . 
low-interest loans, tax research facility  —_ and corporate buddies got 100 discovering that the ConAgra 
abatements, and Paad. “and headquarters. - Southern percent of what they asked tax-break packaage estimated 
rail improvements to land locations like Tennessee for. z ; to cost $24 milion seems 
the plant. proved cheaper. So ConAgra Corporate blackmail" likely to be at least $160 
" "Smokestack chasing" CEO Mike Harper presented ee the words SEn. Don million. 
(coughing up huge public Nebraska with an ultimatum: Wesely, pastime of the (Orr says the bill: 
~ subsidies to lure Revamp major portions of legislature's special sparked $1.2 billion in 
industriess) was the "state Your tax lawto give usa committee on economic investment, with a projected 
of the art” of local ‘sweeter deal, or we'll development, flung at the 10,959 new jobs. ~— But the” 
economic | -. development leave. deal. The tax breaks, he ‘cost is... causing. 2, GRAVE =) 
sstrategies when  then- _. ~The personal income noted, didn't’ even help - worries. e 
‘Democratic Gov. Milton Shapp tax, said Harper, would have struggling or threatened "Corporations © are 
promised Volkswagen’ the to obe rejuggled too reduce businesses. bellying up to the trough, ins 
store in 1976: |: nets the hit on business But Wesely ended up staggering numbers," says 
; -A glance around the executives and other top voting for the bill. Why? Marty. Strange of the Center 
country might suggest earners by some 30 percent. "The loss of CoonAgra would for Rural Affairs’ in 
nothing - has changed. Next, the taxable base have created a crisis of Walthill. But the governor, 
Kentucky bends itself out of of the corporate earnings self-confidence in Nebraska and other backers "have to 
fiscal shape to snare a would have to be shrunk tou which we could not risk." be worried they createda 
Toyota plant. Governors reflect in-state sales A New York, aA slop that was too sweet and 
race to outdo each other in. alone, to provide a massive California, a Michigan or the pigs are gving to break 
tax breaks and concessions tax reductiono for ConAgra. Pennsylvania would tell a the bank." Tt could take as 
to snare a_ federally funded Finally, the Mike Harper, if he put long as 50 syears — for 
atom-smasher . legislature would have to coomparable demands on the increased jobs and ecoonomic 
activity to make up for the 
tax concessions, he claims. 


Stew: oe banat)? Wee nia coupe SD - —— our’ permanent’ ‘Viet. 
Bait Wesely says it's time 


Gite rs ee aa ee ke to puton the brakes. A 
Put me on your list of WHANO supporters! company evaluates cosots and 
= ; benefits before it makes 

Name Morning W-H & 
q : LJEve & Sunday investment moves. So why, he 


Address ss I read: neks: 


Pnone: Day. Eve (jother 


of each tax break, and ao 
tough cost- benefit 
analysis, and say no to the 
bad and questionable deals? 

- Indeed, governors and 
l| ppestelaens why net? 


[i evaluate the public benefit 


give you a grant this year, I'll help out with a donation. *. 


Ch can't manage a large donation, but I promise to brag about HANG to all ny 
friends; please send me the newsletter. 


Count ‘me in for somé donated labor. 
. CD want to monitor news about 
Ch know how to use news aDOUt sae GUNeY SST USO) UNE CUN-WSTP WITH the 
mailing list. 
am pretty good at layout and production, 
LJI like to draw cartoons. 


ft 
‘ 
| (I want to receive the newsletter, and since: I Know the Kiewit Foundation ‘didn' & | 


* Survival Outlook: | . 
WHAMO needs to average $20/yr. from all its members who are employed 


nt WHAMO P.O. Box 31383 Omaha, NE 68131 551-2629 ° 


shonldn'tt a Sa. 


Because it was 


(o wiayor, and: 
bn the 


his is ‘the 


‘froma 
Whamo-Oh. 
| spokesman ‘for the 
“elite 


new - outfit. called 
Whenever a 
ruling 


captures the = front 

“o- page. . of- Omaha's. only 
- alternative newspaper to 
‘press a point of. view 


already articulated . by... the 
- Wierd Herald, it's .time.for 
~..“Whamo-Oh to -protest.* 

u The issue at ‘hand is 
the Field oie A 65 acre 


ea ; boleh Baier 2) © 
ey oe mea er 


A Pulse 1 


~The following letter was turned 
down for publication in the Public 

Pulse. The author. who called ~tovask 
“why, was told that the editor pulled it 

: “too accusational and 
“fade the city sound ogreish.* 

The - redevelopment of 


downtown Omaha igs? a. 
wonderful idea with one 
exception, THE RIVERFRONT 
“PROJECT. Dollar wise’ what 


~ really happens to 
employees and employers when 
-. "they are’ forced. to relocate 
_-cata less than. fair market 
“ valoe price created. by the 
gross abuse of governmental 
power. to BLIGHT the area?. 
“Howe can the, 
Planning Department, the 
others. - involved 


area with the livelihood 


-7 


spread in the 


‘first. ‘of 
nopeeaath very few reports 


..month since who 
-This property -can't be cold 
‘to anyone. but the Field Club 

since the 
swimming pool,. - ‘etc. are 


which _is so 


- those 


city 


project condemn an 


center of. the 
most prosperous city in the 
Midwest leased from the city 
for less than $11,700 per 
knows when. 


_ clubhouse, 


owned by. the ° club and-can 


all be torn out if the club 
otis not. the - highest bidder 
--for the property... But the 


cre tloegn't want” to buy the 


ae ee Si rey . Tove Ue 


Reject 


‘prevalent. 
Maybe we. should look ‘up the 


‘word ‘BLIGHT and see its true 


meaning.-- Don't you think 
itts strange to condemn an 
area full of healthy 


businesses just to level the 
buildings to the ground se 
ConAgra can build another 
office building? 
Where's the loyalty to 
the existing businesses 
which have put so much into 
the city for so many. years?. 
Sleep tight! 


Vicki Spahr. > 


WBA EAGLOGNo 
ee «Lop Ris was THE 


CHALLENGE: | 


Ed Howard ~ 


“"Whamo Goofed on Field Club" 


‘property because then ‘it 
would have to pay property 
taxes, millions 
of property taxes. 
So forget how the Field 
Club's furst bid, $93,000, 
came in suspiciously one 
hundred dollars — 
only other bid. 
about ever 


Forget 
enjoying . public 
land that costs $4,500 to 
enjoy for a year. Forget 
that-the rich rulers shouted 


of . dollars - 


over the . 


2 Oe 

os tu Ree 
down their critics at a 
public heariing. Forget how 
the County Board tried to 
simply award the lease too 
the "best" bidder when the 
County Attorney and then the 
state's Attorney General 
claimed it.would be illegal. 
And I'm willing to forget 
that for one page Whamo- was 


“an Oh-Oh. 


Tom Foster 
Whamo~Oh spokesperson 


From the 
WHAMO Archives 


Here's a meno from the past, I was - 


_ from vexecutive editor. Woody Hove, 
addressed to the top editors at the 
WH x 


. Such style’ menos are conaon at our 


favorite local daily. Gaabling 
fachinés, for instance, are always 
video slots, and (corporate) tax breaks 
are: pike tax incentives, 


and a 


- The” Game 
Foundation's award of 
$100,000 to Eugene Mahoney 


was not a. gift.: 
The Associated “press! 
persists in 


-calling it a gift. To do so 


SNS 


- 


, et 


b 


. Nobel Prize 


is to take the side of those 
who say it was wrong at best 
and possibly illegal. 

The attorney general 
called it an award. The 
foundation called it an 
award. It is similar to the 
in purpose and 


function. Nobody calls the 


' Nobel a "gift". 


Take steps, please, to 
make our stories objective 
by eliminating the AP's 
slanted charatterization., OF. 
this as a. gift.” : 


* GWH/dg October a 1986 


poe 
ie we 


wiches im The 
CAFES: oF LowA 
“ pocide the 
ee 

“* NNORLD. . 


4 Youth for Peace Demonstrate on 
- W-H Central America Coverage 


Dear editor, ~- speak to us--and, surprise!- government's policy and the ee eI: 
Since the” project. of no story appeared in the W-H's show a simplistic Cee ae noes ae 
Tedesco paper. vision of black and white, by Gene Donanue; 8%) 
mo g ae € What is the W-H afraid ood cr bad, and a deep- . = 
rice Ss aapaaeia a am renee of? This attitude reminds fenced need to eantrel ais Signet youn 
) So serv- me © of th ; : . 4 } : 
ations concerning a recent (reported in PURO) hee Hele ang: - ENE WAEM. OF OENE Pin ae aa ar 
“Jeo con  pacenled 29, Youth Rebel ceeeas: One step to approach lawsuit filed by — the 
for Peace held a demonstra- peer Me a this or any other subject 13 | Christic Institute (1324 
chon caccide cof) Ene wor ide atrocities. Initially the . first to accept a broader : N. Capitol st. NW 
‘Herald. Our purpose was to vee noe Un any nd range of possibilities, and | |Washington, DC 20002) 
inform the W-H and also the Bo eOr te OOry Beker to recognize every country's . jagainst principals in the 
public how we feel about the = ce pd enone calls and a right to construct its own Iran-Contra scandal, 
W-H's biased coverage and aha the gone at oe pa model of democracy. ‘ pincluding Maj. Ger. John 
editorial myopia Fenceening morning edition a Heel aac ayes Pee beer a 
Central America. four-inch story with a o . ng ‘ Saag eared 
About a week earlier I twelve point headlline. Youth for Paace 15 a local service os Ss es ong aed 
had sent a press release to _ So what is behind this and issues group of about twenty-five F ae aah Pe 
the W-H and also just before attitude? The W-H's . young people. They are concerned with ser ae 3 NineeGue 
the demonstration’ I went attitude seems to be exactly —— ailitarism in the high schools, fanily Dn paar © eee 
into the lobby to let them the same as -the U.S. farm, and Central America, agong many Banyeret Pica ce 
Know we were about to begin. government's concerning other issues. They meet Wednesday ane Perna Nee Sd 
No reporter came out to Central America. The U.S. ‘evenings at the Antiquariua, ©:15° pw. rneay ipetieet ions eo 


democratic process, we in 
the Omaha community have 
received little or no 
information about . this 
continuing and deepening 
scandal: from our local 
| daily. “ 
We hope to read_aboul 


| scheduled for February. — 
In the meantime, this 
article will give major 

highlights of the Christic 
Institute's mew report, 


. The Contra-Drug Connect 
‘ion," and some relate? 
Finformation from Joan 
PDidion's . latest book, 
Miami (NY: Simon and 
t Shuster, 1987) 
: {For a complete 
listing. of Christic 
}Institute publications, 
}contact them. at the 


address above or call them 
at 202-797-8106.) 


SAYING YES TO DRUGS 
ile the President at 
List Lady are bellis 
ordinary citizens to , "Ju: 
say No" to drugs, US! 
government agents have bee 
ee saying Yes to drug traffic 
Youth for Peace members leaflet in front of king fer forty years, durir 


the World-Herald December 29. covert wars in Burme 

The leaflet protests the news emphasis placed : Thailand, Laos, Vietnam, a! 

on the 600,000 person military buildup reported by Afghanistan. Despite tl 

Roger Miranda, a recent defector from Nicaragua. © toll of addiction, violenc: 

The group believes that more exposure should have «A and despair such drugs bri 

been given to a December 17 report in the NYT in to our neighborhoods, sor 
which a defense department official calls é people in Congress and + 


Miranda's report "Speculative." . ae i the press either “downpla; 


7 ° . : : eer “ : cc ag 


: : : , 
, \ 


Update On Contras, 


and Didion' Ss Miami 


ranches of an American, John 


ley, who 


political officer and chief 


_ Drugs, | 


County corrections officer." 


ignore, or even sahotadé . LINKS “WITH: “KENNEDY ee atene. Tae oe otariel reer 
reports about how: our - ASSASSINATION : to Dallas in a two-car car- tance); both mentioned Rob 
freedom fighters in. After the Bay of Pigs avan about November 15, 1963 Aten aie ran errands to and 
Nicaragua are financed by fiasco in 1961, and the ~ with Ignacio and Guillermo from Central Amaey tea Cox 
drug shipments into this decision by the U.S. in 1962 Novo, Lanz, Sturgis, Bosch, oli North. : 
country. oa eas Cuba, Presi- and Oswald. There they met peer 
: en ennedy became the i 
‘REPORTS’ OF THE CARTEL — "number two most hated man ae pease he STORIES CONVERGE t 
' Evidence for the contra- in Miami," Castro being "of and scopes. She said she tin es apes 
‘drug connection includes COURSE. ENE number one most returned to Miami around esse ue es eae 
testimony by three pilots hated. November 19 or 20th. meee that these and man 
“who flew south witih weapons The head of the CIA's Didion narrates the ~~ other stories which k sf 
to the contras and returned JM/WAVE station OF the Uni- stories of Steven Carr and recurring ia peseres of na 
north to the U.S. with versity of Miami campus in Jesus Garcia, the former a Warren Commission in 1964, 
» drugs, largely cocaine, 1963-65 was Theodore Shack- "South Florida lowlife," and of the Watergate investiga- 
using the Costa Rican later served as the latter a “former Dade tions in 1974, of the Church 


committee in 1975 and 1976, 


Hull, as their. base. ‘of station in Vientiane and Carr was arrested in 1985 and of the House Select 
j A nee saUnRSTCE for  gaigon from 1966-72, and who in. Costa Rica on weapons Committee on Assassinations. 
ee > ee ia cartel turns up in 1987 in the charges, and he began tell- in 1977 and 1978 can be 
ee on a gra ste Tower Commission report ing people how he had easily dismissed. 
Bae ~ as ae - ae meeting in Hamburg with collected arms for the And yet when she 
aes ee ee . * Manucher Ghorbanifar and contras. After picking up received an invitation and 
a oe oy ee later discussing the hostage the arms in Dade County, he letter from Major ‘General 
p a di me ae } 4 Vie = problem over lunch with loaded them into a chartered John K. Singlaub in August, 
yee ident oe age times . Michael Ledeen. ; plane at Fort Lauderdale- 1985, urging financial 
; ee than § 00, 000 of OU, The JM/WAVE station in Hollywood International Air- support - ay iveedon 
“humanization ald". for the 1962 was said to be the port, accompanied them to  figtters* (in Afghanis 
cones was pald ta : ; A Tl : ae es = ighters (in Afghanistan, 
‘ largest CIA installation in Ilopango Airport in El Sa AAGe 1 . 
Francisco"Paco" Chanes, the x ae : ; ; pate ngvla, Laos, South Vietnam, 
he world outside of vador, and later itnessed Cambod { : 
owner ae a seafood impert ee i their i i ic Bmpoe tas : Mozambique, 
: P Langley, with over 300 case their delivery in Costa Rica penjon; ao 
company that smuggled : 5 OCTATS it of Cuban exiles iopla, and Nicaragua), 
a tat} la fron) (Officers From the CIA's EO a) UM Oe eet Cae the “apparently disparate 
ney ne the U.S. from clandestine services branch. Veterans Of the Bay Of 2195". «ciate chewed: 40 he 
Rocce Mane Each of these officers had 2506 Brigade, fighting with oo) oo 7 
Pees a eee converging,...and . the 
- During the past two between four and ten Cuban the contrus. convergence was not one 
p years, large-scale contra "principal agents," who in Garcia was arrested in which discouraged that 
involvement in drug traffic- turn had between ten and Miami in 1986 on an illegal Veeavok. «for conspiracy’ 
king has been chronicled in thirty Cuban regular weapons charge, and he said ganioyed a aecnae 
numerous government reports. agents," mainly exiles, that he too had collected jotore a 
Documents from the Iran/con- making JM/WAVE one cf the arms for the contras in the 
tra hearings reve) that largest employers in the spring of 1985. He also said yuan can BE DONE? 
the Reagan Administration state of Florida. | he had heard the plan to In August, 1987 the 
was well aware of ‘contra As time passed, how- assassinate the new American Tous Poker anncen Pordn. 
drug dealing. In particular, ever, it became apparent to ambassador to Costa Rica, representing 14 dévaninse 
memos between Rob Owen and = the exiles that ne further Lewis Tambs, to blow up the signe st ic 
? : . tions statewide, adopted. a 
Oliver North show that North invasion ° of Cuba was embassy there, and then to isace : 

. pearance dini Rs plan to draw the attention 
was repeatedly _ informed planned, the U.S. found its blame it on the Sandinistas. 5. presidential candidates 
-about contra drug opera- = trained Cubans to be a The purpose was twofold: to to the critical issues of 

Daal reports indi- "disposal problem," a» Allen collect on a million-dollar  Contragate and the 

eate Pe cae jae Oe Reagal. . “Dulles called. dn 1961s contract the Columbian drug constitutional crisis it. 

officials, including Edwin The dimensions of this pro- cartel had put out on Tambs, represents. What can be 
arently obstructed , 

Meese, apparently obstruc-ed blem come to light in the who had been ambassador to done here in Nebraska? 


investigations pare EQueES report of .the House Select Celumbia and who had = com- One step would be to 
drug and gun running activ’ committee on Assassinations —_ pjained of "narco- educate ourselves through 
ELeSe : in 1978, which said there guerrillas," and to provide the materials available from 
re ; were twenty exile groups the U.S. with the incident the Christic Institute, or 
DIDION'S MIAMI which had "the motivation, it needed’ to invade by reading other books and 
Joan Didion's fascina~ capability. and resources" to Nicaragua. apbicles. from the. biblie- 
fing nonfiction account of have pe eat rre President Certain details in the graphy provided in its 
the Cuban exiles in Miami; Kennedy, and two of these stories told by Carr and Reon aebr is i Se are pe 
rq their politics, and thei groups were believed to have Gateia coincide. Both veport. Another step would 
ig PMperiences = ewit : eae links with Lee Harvey Os- mentioned the Howard Johnson be to pressure our local PBS 
st government in Washington — wald. motel near the Miami air- TV station to air again Bill 
;, confirms and amplifies the Didion cites testimony port, the one that adver- Moyers' PBS Special "The 
1» Christic Institute's invest- from this Committee's re- tised a special "guerrilla Secret — Government: 
--  igations. Through research port, including allegations discount" of $17/night; both constitution in Crisis," 
Wand interviews with many of by a Cuban woman, Marita mentioned meeting in Miami originally broadcast an 
1, . bne exiles, Didion provides Lorenz, who said she was with an American named Bruce” November 4, 1987. Another 
@ 2. Wealth of insight and present at a September, Jones, said to own a farm in step is to write our 
ne «= Getail into how the Cubans, 4963, meeting in Lhe Miami Costa Rica on the Nicaraguan Congresspeople that we do 
a) ce have Peet peed by the home of Orlandc Bosch, border; both mentioned Tom not want any more money to 
1g ove TEE ee TAR ee during which Lee Harvey Os- Posey, who founded the para- be sent to the contras. 
: purposes. wald, Frank Sturgis, Pedro | military group CMA (origin- They have done enough damage. 


Diaz Lanz, and Bosch made 


Plans to go to Dallas. She 


Assistance, but 


ally Civilian 


later named 


‘Military. 


already. 


. FGM” : , 
a ‘Declare the “Wworld- 
Herald winner. of round one 
of the battle over whether 
_ Jobbers canyon shall keer 
its historic buildings. or 
» sacrifice them to ConAgra. 
Readers learned the 
- morning of January 5 that an 


agreement -had_ _ been 
“achieved," an interesting 
choice of verbs. The 


previous Sunday they read in 
a lengthy article ~by Kevin 


Collison a description of | 


of the 
its 


the many aspects 
Oe Eton then : near 


‘Jobers: Canyon, ‘Round one 


deadline: — Historic 
. preservationists rated 
little mention, something. 


about "people who like old 
buildings." 


~ Jim Bechtel, an owner 
of property which, like the 
Jobbers Canyon buildings, is 
on the National Register, 


believes the: battle is not 
over,: , 

= 3 It comes down to 
whether federal funds are 


planned, ‘or 
Joyce Slusher 


‘according to 
of Landmarks, 


whether they ever wii “be. 


Wg Cg be? 


From the Center for Rural Affairs. 


“We have heard many tiees from the 
Center for Rural Affairs that the 
World-Herald runs its. editorial 
position on the front page disguised as 
neva, The following recent exaaples 
further illustrate what ve can expect 
from our favorite local daily on the 
subject of Initiative 300, the 1982 


Fanily Farm Asendaent which dee 
non-faeily corporate ownership . 


Nebraka agricultural land. 


aupiee of editorials 
disguised as news: 


* A recent front page 
story devoted - ten column 
iriches to allegations by 
former Senator John DeCamp, 
a principal opponent of 
[-300, that I-300 caused the 


breakdown in negotiations 
between the P.J. Taggares 
Co. and Quaker Oats without 


providing any space for any 
supporters of 1-300 to rebut 
the attack. 


Later,when lt was 


revealed thata lawsuit among. 


Taggares family members was 
amore likely cause of. the 
breakdown, the World-Herald 
continued to quote DeCamp's 
version of the story but did 
~~ not include statements. by a 
Quaker Oats official 


several hundred) to 


admitting i in 


newsworthy. 


- about 1-300, 


' headlining another 


newspapers that “1+300° was: 


nota major factor in “the 
: breakigewn: an a 

“ .tWhen che ‘ sattorneg: 
General. filed. a _ Lawsuit, 

_ against “Tmper tal ~ Onion 
Sales,.Inc.,;  “the® > World=* 
Herald gave it front page 
coverage and included . 
numerous quotes. from various 
opponents... of. «1-300. 


1-300 supporter 
was interviewed at. length 
for the article, all 
statements. from him were cut 
before it was published. 


Although an 


World-Herald 
to do 


*The 
dispatched a reporter 
a front-page. feature 
in Imperial, NE 
miles from -Omaha) 
full play to. the defendents 
in the Imperial Onion Sales 


case. “But when the 
credibility of their story 
was challenged by facts” 
surrounding the bankruptey: 


of one of .‘the shareholders, 
the: World- Herald 
of those facts to be 


*A study of the 


Nebraska economy by the 
Stanford Research Institute 
devoted one page (out of 

1-300, 


World-Herald 
emphasized the 
negative comments 
including them 

story and 
_ story on 
the same 


but the 
coverage 
report's 


ina front page 


the topic in 


edition, 


ne paper refused to 
print comments from an 1-300 
supporter .who pointed out 
that the study had been paid 


for by the Peter Kiewit 
Foundation, which is a major 
sharcholder in 


Wor ld- Herald. 


‘others 


SOME EXAMPLES 


~ i. states, as..a. 
» Initiative. 300: has affected” 
land prices.- The day before: 


story ~ 
{about. 350 
giving - 
reported on 


found none - 


’ "that> 


the included. 


used. 

A hearing rr required 
before a building on the 
National Register can be 
torn down. — Bechtel. also 
recalls a lawsuit at the 
time of the demolition: of 
the WOW Building, ™ 
the fact that the building 
was in the area of the down- 
town development: project, 
including the Mall, “which 
was federally funded. ~ They 
lost the suit,: but “Bechtel 
believes that: the ‘legal - part 
of it could have Séen 
handled better. = 

Another’ source believes 


Farmers Union, from Det< 


conference after ~- decision 
had already been made. 


: I could. wffer many: 
examples of imbalance.in the 
World- Herald's coverage of 
Initiative 300, ~ but this 
recent one comes to. mind. AL 
story by Robert™ Dorr, 
"Fairly Stable Market Is 
Predicted as 
Values Rise 
November 24. 
been appropriate 
how the state was 
relation to 


Again," ran 
It would have 
to: mention 
doing in. 
comparable 
“Measure of: how. 


~Journal. ~ had. 


a study of the 


the .Lincoin 


seven states 
the Federal Reserve. ‘Bank™ of ~ 


«Kansas City. One---hundred. 
fifty-three bankers -in the >. 
seven — states ~. had. been=. 
“interviewed. The einains 
was that only in. Neb¥aska... 
had land values rises Th all - 
three of the classeg:, of. 


agricultural land (irrigated - 
crop. land, non-irrigated 
crop land, and ranch land). 
This fact wenld suggest to 
most people that Initiative 
300 has if anything improved 
the land values in. the 
state. But we didn't read- 
about it in the .World- 
Herald... i 

On December 20, fausvers 
we “read 4~ story that 
included: the ’ personal 
opinions of two... Texas 
cattlemen who felt. that. 
Initiative 309.. was 


depressing the value-of land 


in the sandhills. Even -a 
quote calling Initiative 300 
crazy. law,” was 


The Worl 


ie a 7 2 ; 


aie it" ks- 


-based -on 


Nebraska Ag ' 


Omaha itself, and; 
“2, IY was unsuccessful 
“attempt to move 


which comprise: ~ 


“were 
city and Indianapo- is. 


1982 


d-Herald tS. 


virtually a 


impossible . to completely — 
avoid federal funding ina 


project of -this size which 
must. include puplic - power 
lines and levees. 
Tf it turns 
any. federal money is_ 


out that. 
“to be. 


spent, it will be necessary © 
to file an environmental 
impact statement, said 
Bechtel, which includes 
archeological considera- 
tions. 


Landmarks, according to: 
spokesperson Joyce Slusher, 
has not ruled out a suit. 


defense of their news 
balance, in terms of how few 
times it gave space to the 


Chamber of Commerce point of 


view eae completely 
irrelevant... | ‘They have 
certainly done plenty of > 


damage to Initiative 300 


without ever_ ea ene 
<Chamber. Amore relevant 
figure would be a simple: 


‘comparison of numbers of. PIO. o 


300 stories and. edit orials. 
versus numbers against... 
There are two ‘things. Se 
regret about the decision: ©. 
1. the media gave virtually: i 3 
no attention to. the next. BO: 


the last paragraph in of our. 
press relea 


se {see box, page - 


.T), in’ which we asked that. 
our.action not a seen as: 
reflecting -negatively. on 


in my: 
the conven-— 
,Lincoln--we. 
Oklahoma 


site to 
outvoted by 


tion 


From the 


-Lincoln Journal~ 

42/1/87 Editorial 
There realiy isn't much’ 

doubt that a. major -public 
opinion campaign against the: 
Nebraska Family Farm. 
Amendment ts being loosely 
orchestrated these days in 
advance of the 1988 legta< 
lative session, Repeated — 
"news" stories with a focus: 
critical of nthe amendment 
Inttiative 200) appear in 


the — Omaha _ World-Herald, 
Nebraska's dominant- opinion: 
shaper. "Anecdotal®” 
materialon the other side - 
seems scatce. Apparently [f° 
isn't nee that corporate. 
interests are no OMe 
engaged in * what used - he’ 
cate the = ape ae Be “the 


Sandhilis: ..° 


rik 


ete pos Reed evap tr dpe epg rege pee oe Sr eS oo Bs 


A Mirror 
for Your 
Newspaper 


FGM 


WRITE OW 
“Whamo is trading 
newsletters with a nifty 
littly in-house effort by a 
handful of folks at our 
favorite local daily. They 
call their effort "Write 
On," and it's about the nuts 
and bolts of their job--good 
headlines, economy of werds, 
lots of tips on how they 
turn average stories into 
good ones. Plus kudos they 
give each other. 
It's a good 
Shows they care. The focus 
is such that you wouldn't 
@xypect.to read. analysis of 


job and 


WHAMO's 


DEADUMES > 


news bias (as we enjoy on 
these pages), but that's ok, 
that's our job. 

Anyone who wants to 
understand better what news 
people go through ought to 
read some of this stuff. I 
will be happy to share my 
copies. Call. 


UNICAMERAL PAY RAISES 

Here's a World-Herald 
editorial position I support 
completely. In fact, I had 
been thinking of writing a 
billboard slogan on the same 
theme . 


Here's how we show 
respect for the poor in 
Nebraska. 

Q. WHAT DO NEBRASKANS. 
CALL SOMEONE WHO MAKES 
. UNDER $5,000? 

A. SENATOR! 


This time I hope their 
voice is heard. 


WHAT'S A BEHIND CENTER? 
Here's a great headline 


from December 4. ; 
Nebraskan Gets Behind 
Center for Handicapped 
When I teld my friend 
that I didn't have any idea 


Bus (ein nga nat lage) Deron Ar Greeny 


—- WORE Otay Ask Me 
| Abie ir tHe Pe 
OF IARENOUG 


Bae, 


PR 


Something =: ...:> Nie 


what a "behind center" was 


when his response was, . 
"Obviously. Not being 
handicapped, you wouldn't 


know. * 


THOUGHT PROVOKING DISPLAY 

Honest, this ad is 
straight out of our favorite 
local daily, except that I 
reduced it from nearly a 
full page. 


a ae ee 
awe SG 


Slip Into 
Comfortable ::.;~ r 
Jockey: 
For Her’: 
Panties: 


finishes the fobtic wih a specia! process that quotas: 1/4 
agains! excess shvinkoge. the comfort and Mt will lost, 2°47 


GETTING ATSB OFFER FROM 
OWVLY THE WOOD-HERALO, ' 


‘THE OWLY THING Wokse Is \ 


What can you say? 

Well, my friend, (same 
one, George Sarratt, if 
anyone wants to know) was as 
usual, not at a loss for 
words. 4 
Says George, "I'we 
never heard it put quite 
that way..." fon 

Furthermore, "what an 
opportunity--since they're 


already 25% off!" 


the Gateway 


Yes, you have to fill out the coupon on page 2.to be on 


permanent mailing 


list (unless you're 


Harold 


Andersen or Woody Howe--they get Whamo regardless). Calling 
‘us up is fine, but you also have to send in the coupon to 
get the computer's: attention. Pa are 3 _ 
That goes for renewing members too. Al] we ask of you 
is to hear from you once a year. Sv £ill- out that coupon or. 
no more Whamos. pat : Bags F * 6 eee 


Oe eee 


-- Documenting the 
Iroquois Contribution. 


FGM 


Not many in Omaha know about. it, 
but Bruce Johansen's book, Forgotten 
Founders is getting some deserved 


attention lately. 

Johansen, an associate professor 
of journalism at UNO, to be truthful, 
hasn't spent much energy bragging, so 
it's probably his own fault if his 
latest honor was a well kept secret. 

Forgotten Founders documents the 


contribution of the TIroguois ta the 
U.S. Constitution, a subject ‘so little 
researched that Johansen's 167-page 


book qualifies him as an authority. 
Besides finding himself in demand as a 
speaker in certain circles, and asa 
research consultant for a possible 
public television program, Johansen in 
November was asked to prepare testimony 
for the Senate Select Committee on. 
Indian Affairs. _ 

= The Senate Committee was consider- 
ing S.J. Res. 53, which, among other 
things, recognized the contributions of 


the Six Nations (Iroquois), and other 
Indians, to our system. 

Johansen's testimony, a thirty 
minute synopsis of his book, was read 


to the Committee on December 2, by Gren 
Lyons, professor, and 
traditional chief of the Onondagas. 


artist 


ao 2 


TYPICAL 
NEBRASKAN 


igi 
4 assistant professor 


# 


| World-Herald. 


F nation's heritage, 


ae Omaha Author Gives Senate Testimony : 


we think it's time to reprint this 
-review of Bruce Johansen's beok, done 
James. Denney of | the 


Forgotten Founders 


I by Bruce £. Johansen __ 
| (Gambit, 167 pages, $10.95) 


Dennis Hastings of Macy, Neb., 2 


i historical researcher for the . Omaha 
/Indian tribe, will find this book 
| contains an interesting thesis. . 

} He said recently that "we (the 


Omahas) hope to get rid 
stereotypes of Indians." 

Bruce Johansen, (then) an 
of communications 
at the University of Nebraska at Omaha, 
apparently has given Hastings something 
he can openly discuss--that this 
the freedom we all 
- enjoy, can be traced to the enlightened 


f culture of the American Indian. 


# Indian tribes 


; reporter 


} or 


in 1975 Johansen--as a 
the. Seattle Times--was 
a series of articles on 

{in the state of 


Back 
for 
assigned to do 


Washington. 
: One of his assignments took him to 
Evergreen State College where a young 
| female undergraduate enrolled ‘in an 
Indian studies program told the 
reporter the Troguois had played a big 
role in. the “development of our 
democratic traditions. 
Students of history | 
r that it was the Iroquois who 
federation called both the Five Nations 
Iroquois Long House. Tf was 
f considered one of the most advanced 


{ form: of -government among the Indian 


Re aes 


Book Review: Forgotten Founders 


'. "my grandmother told. me." 


of some of the. 


removed 


tribes.of North America. | ey 
Johansen relates. that at first he 
had “difficulty believing the young 
woman, especially after she told ,him- 
that her Gonclusion was based on what. 


The reporter wondered if the; 
student’ had = any sources for what | 
grandmother: had said. Her reply: | 


"You're the reporter. 
You find them." 
This opened a whole new conclusion | 
about the advent of our democracy for | 
soon-to-be EhD Johansen, who said the 
topic for his dissertation was bayed on 


investigative 


the cole that Iroquois political and | 
social thought played in the thinking | 
of Benjamin Franklin | and Thomas 
Jefferson, . 

In this book, Jchansen shares his 
research with us, and it is thorough 
indeed. It led to this observation: 


"1 had. not realized how tightly 
Franklin's experience with the Troquolis 


had been woven into his development of. } 


revolutionary theery and his advocacy 
of federal union." 

- He says Franklin's contemporary, 
Cadwallader Colden, noted 
system had “outdone the Romans." 

For example, 
these days drawn to the. 
movement, how many cf us realize that 
women in the Iroquois tribe nominated 
members of the tribal council and 
them from office 
misbehaved? 


feminist 


Johansen states that Jefferson and | 
had what. 
"Societies 


Franklin believed the Todlans 
the colonialists wanted: 
free of oppression 
stratification." 


I- 
Ciass 


and 


JOUALL Business 
Famity FAey 


Prisoners of Conscience 
— Cours) 
&L Saiva don, 


Word -HEFALD 
VIEW) 


the Troquois | 


with much attention [ 


if they { 


